
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARK STAFF: 
Brandt Baughman, Property Manager    
Doug Stukey, Assistant Property Manager 

219-926-1952 
 
Mike Mycroft, MM, Interpretive Naturalist 
Chris Allen, CA, Interpretive Naturalist 
Jim Erdelac, JE, Interpretive Naturalist 

219-926-1390 
 
 
 
Tuesday, August 1
2pm Crinoid Craze- Join a Naturalist at the 
Pavilion for a hike to find some of these abundant 
fossils during this 1 hour easy hike. JE 
 
 

Wednesday, August 2 
11am Sensing Nature– See how important an 
animal’s senses are in this 30-min. program at the 
Nature Center. CA 
1pm Dune Country Expeditions– Learn the 
best and most crucial items to take on a long venture 
into the dunes in this 30-min. program at the Nature 
Center. CA 
 
Thursday, August 3 
2pm Dune Climbing – Join a Naturalist at the 
Nature Center for this 1-hour rugged hike to the top of 
Mt. Jackson, the third highest point in the park. CA 
 
Friday, August 4
11am ID That Tree- See some of the largest trees 
in the park and discover some of the distinguishable 
characteristics of different species on this 1-hour easy 
hike from the Nature Center. JE 
3pm Beach Scavenger Hunt - Join a Naturalist 
at the Pavilion and discover some of the treasures that 
wash up on the beach during this 1-hour program. CA 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indiana Dunes State Park 
Nature Center 

1600 N.  25 E.  Chesterton, Indiana 46304 • (219) 926-1390 
 

                 August Nature Center Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CDT  Daily 
 

All programs are free (unless otherwise noted) and open to the public after paying the park entrance fee.  Our 
interpretive programs are designed to entertain and enrich folks of all ages.  However, children under 14 must be 

accompanied by an adult. 

Saturday, August 5 
10:30am Lunch With A Naturalist – Join a 
Naturalist at the Nature Center, and bring along a 
lunch as you’re going to get hungry on this 2-hour hike 
to some of the most secluded areas of the park. CA 
1pm Blaze of Glory- Why do we set some areas 
of the park on fire? Learn the benefits and control 
techniques of prescribed fire during this 30-min. 
program at the Nature Center. JE 
2-4pm Naturalist on the Run- Keep your eyes 
open for a Naturalist roving the Beach with some 
curious objects. CA 
7:30pm Greatest Hits of the Dunes- Join us 
at the Campground Shelter near site 116 to discover 
the must-see sights of the park.  1-hour program & 
slide show. MM 
 
Sunday, August 6 
10:30am Natural History of Lake Michigan- 
Over the years many species have come and gone  
from the lake. Find out who they are and why during 
this 30-min. program at the Nature Center. JE 
2pm Skulls, Furs, and More – Become a 
wildlife detective and learn how to implement your new 
skills during this 30-min. program on the 2nd floor of 
the Pavilion. CA 
 

Monday, August 7 
11am Something’s Fishy- Discover some of the 
various game and bait fish species of the lake in this 
30-min. program on the 2nd floor of the Pavilion. JE 
3pm Sultans of Sand- Discover some of the 
different habitats of the park and the plants that call 
them home on this 1-hour easy hike from the Pavilion. 
CA 
 
 

Tuesday, August 8 
11am Rascally Raccoons- Meet this masked 
bandit and learn his tricks during this 30-min. program 
in the Nature Center. MM 
3pm Ecology Cove- Discover the area in which 
the “Father of Ecology” Henry Cowles first formulated 
his theories of plant succession on this 1-hour easy 
hike from the Nature Center. JE 
 

Wednesday, August 9 
11am Wetland Wonders – Learn all about the 
Park’s wetlands on this 30-min. short hike from the 
Nature Center. CA 



2pm Scatology 101 – Join a Naturalist in the 
Nature Center for this 30-min. program exploring what 
animals leave behind. CA 
 

Thursday, August 10 

11am Animals of the Night– Lurk into the world 
of nocturnal animals during this 30-min. program on 
the 2nd floor of the Pavilion. CA 
3pm Sands of Time– Join us at the Nature 
Center to experience the marvelous dunes in the 
making during this 30-min. program. Guest Presenter 
 

Friday, August 11 

11am Beach Fossil Hunt –Wander the beach 
with a Naturalist seeking ancient fossils during this 1-
hour beach hike from the Pavilion. CA 
3pm Blooms Gone Wild- Discover the exotic 
and invasive plant species invading the dunes and find 
out how they threaten the park during this 30-min. 
program at the Nature Center. JE 
 
Saturday, August 12 

11am Keeping Time– Uncover the tips and tricks 
of preserving your thoughts and memories during this 
1-hour journal/sketching workshop at the Nature 
Center. CA 
2-4pm Naturalist on the Run- Keep your eyes 
open for a Naturalist roving the Campground with 
some curious objects. CA 
7:30pm Beautiful Blowout- Join a Naturalist at 
the Nature Center on this 1-hour easy hike to see one 
of the most beautiful sunsets in the Midwest from way 
atop beach house blowout. On the way back discover 
some of the parks nocturnal animals. JE 
 
Sunday, August 13 
10:30am Habitat Hike – Discover the various 
habitats the Dunes have to offer on this 1-hour easy 
hike from the Pavilion. CA 
 1pm Great Lakes Invaders- Find out who the 
invaders are and how they are changing our great 
lakes ecosystem during this 30-minute program at the 
Pavilion. JE 
 
Monday, August 14 
11am History Spotlight: A Park is Born- 
Step back in time with a Naturalist and meet some of 
the extraordinary people that had a part in the 
development of the park during this 30-minute 
program at the Nature Center. JE 
3pm Reptile Report- Meet some of the scaly 
residents of the park during this 30-min. program at 
the Nature Center. MM 
 
Tuesday, August 15 
10:30am Exciting Insects- Learn more about the 
most abundant life form on the planet during this 30-
min. program and short movie at the Nature Center. 
JE 
2pm Greatest Lakes- Explore the Great Lakes 
Ecosystem during this 30-minute movie at the Nature 
Center. JE 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, August 16 
11am Beginning Birding – Learn the dynamics 
of bird watching during this 30-min. program at the 
Nature Center. CA 
3pm Bountiful Dunes – Discover some of the 
best natural areas of the park during this 30-min. 
program at the Nature Center. CA 
 
 

Thursday, August 17 

2pm Ancient Life – Experience the Park’s ancient 
history during this 30-min. program on the 2nd floor of 
the Pavilion. CA 

1-3pm Leave No Trace Workshop - Join 
us as we host the Leave No Trace Center for 
Outdoor Ethics. This free Workshop, led by a 
Leave No Trace master Educator, will cover the 
seven principals of Leave No Trace with special 
emphasis on the Front Country trails such as those 
in the park. Activities, games, videos, and 
discussion will introduce low impact techniques 
that can be used by day visitors to reduce their 
impact on the unique environment of the dunes 
and lakeshore.   

 
Friday, August 18 
11am Wildfire- Ever wonder what it takes to be a 
Wildland Firefighter? Find out during this 30-minute 
program and short movie at the Nature Center. JE 
3pm Beach Glass Discovery Hike – Meet a 
naturalist at the Pavilion for a stroll along Lake 
Michigan to search for some beach gems! CA 
 
Saturday, August 19 
11am Keeping a Park Healthy- Find out what it 
takes to keep the natural areas of the park in pristine 
condition during this 30-min. program at the Nature 
Center. JE 
3pm Meet Your Neighbors– The campground 
can be a pretty happening place, join us at the 
Campground Shelter near site 116 to find out what 
some of the most common critters are during this 1-
hour program. CA 
7:30pm Above the Sun – Join a Naturalist to 
climb one of the tallest dunes in the area and discover 
one of the most beautiful sunsets you’ll ever lay eyes 
on during this 1-hour hike from the Nature Center. CA 
 
Sunday, August 20 
10:30am Mobile Mammals- Discover how many 
of our furry friends call the park home during this 30-
min. program at the Nature Center. JE 
2pm Beach Jewelry – Join a Naturalist to search 
the beach for ingredients to craft your own jewelry in 
this 1-hour beach hike starting from the Pavilion. CA 
 
Monday, August 21 
11am Mysteries of the Beach - Discover some 
of the more interesting things that wash up on the 
beach during this 1-hour easy hike from the Pavilion. 
JE 
3pm Creature Feature – Meet a Naturalist on the 
2nd floor of the Pavilion for an up-close look at one of 
our most feared animals.  30-min. program. MM 
 



Tuesday, August 22  
11am Wildflowers of the Dunes- See the 
dunes from a new perspective after considering how 
these wonderful plants help color the park.  30-min. 
program & slide show in the Nature Center. MM 
3pm Top o’ The Dunes- Join a Naturalist at the 
Campground Shelter for this 1-hour easy hike to the 
top of Mt. Tom, the tallest point on the property. JE 
 
Wednesday, August 23 
11am Tricky Tracks – Join a Naturalist at the 
Nature Center and discover the world of tracking and 
take a little something home with you during this 1-
hour program. CA 
3pm Bird Watching 101 – Learn the dynamics 
of bird watching during this 50-minute movie at the 
Nature Center. CA 
 
Thursday, August 24 
10:30am Unsolved Mysteries – Learn to make 
sense of the natural world around you during this 30-
min. program at the Nature Center. MM 
3pm Treasure at your Feet – Discover the 
world of rocks, minerals and more during this 30-min. 
program at the Nature Center. Guest Presenter 
 
 

Friday, August 25 

10:30am The Green Menace- Learn more 
about the little green bug that is destroying Ash trees 
throughout the Midwest during this 30-minute program 
and short movie at the Nature Center. JE 
 
Saturday, August 26 
10:30am Psychedelic Sands – Join a 
naturalist at the Nature Center for this 1-hour art 
workshop using sand straight from the dunes. CA 
3pm Lake Michigan Sportfishing- Learn the 
most common game fish of the lake, when they are 
most active, and the best techniques to get them on 
your line during this 30-minute program at the Nature 
Center. JE 
8pm Death From Above- The Park is home to 
many flying predators. Find out for yourself during this 
1-hour program and activity at the Campground 
Shelter near site 116. Bring lawn chairs. JE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, August 27 
10:30am History on the Beach– Join a 
Naturalist at the historic Pavilion and discover some of 
the rich history of the park during this 30-min. easy 
hike. CA 
1pm Eagle Adventures- Find out more about our 
national bird during this 30 min. movie at the Nature 
Center. JE 
 
Monday, August 28 
11am Gobbler Stories- Hear one of the great 
success stories that belongs to the turkey during this 
30-minute program at the Nature Center. JE 
3pm The View From Here- Soak up one of the 
greatest vistas in the region during this 90-min. 
moderate hike from the Nature Center. MM 
 
 

Tuesday, August 29 
11am Going Native- See how much easier 
gardening can be using native plants during this 30-
min. program at the Nature Center. MM 
3pm Busy Beavers- Learn more about these 
toothy critters that have recently moved into the marsh 
during this 30-min. program at the Nature Center. JE 
 
Wednesday, August 30 
11am Whooo Goes There – Learn more about 
the common Owls of Indiana in this 30-min. program 
and activity at the Nature Center. CA 
3pm Survival of the Smartest– Learn the best 
and most crucial survival skills in this 30-min. program 
and activity at the Nature Center. CA 
 
Thursday, August 31 
11am Wild Backyards- Turn your backyard into 
a wildlife oasis- we’ll show you how during this 30 min. 
prog. in the Nature Center MM 
3pm Tree Spree – See some of the diverse trees 
in the park and discover their distinguishable 
characteristics on this 1-hour easy hike from the 
Nature Center. CA 
 

Find These Programs and others at Indiana 
State Parks and Reservoirs On-line at 

www.interpretiveservices.in.gov
 

Make a campsite or shelter reservation at 
1-866-622-6746 or 

on-line at  www.CAMP.IN.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/interpretiveservices/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	 
	Wednesday, August 9 
	11am Beginning Birding – Learn the dynamics of bird watching during this 30-min. program at the Nature Center. CA 
	3pm Bountiful Dunes – Discover some of the best natural areas of the park during this 30-min. program at the Nature Center. CA 

